“Magic in the Air” for Romanian Youth Organization

November 14, 2002

The Children for Peace Foundation announces it has secured a mid-sized grant from the European Union to design and launch two Youth Employment Centers in North West Romania from January 1 2003. YES Network Coordinator, Ms. Rodica Pop, will manage the Centers. Rodica Pop attended YES 2002 in Alexandria as a scholarship recipient of the Artemisia Foundation.

“We have already begun implementing the YES CAMPAIGN in the North-West Region of Romania and we are going to do it in the whole country”, Rodica Pop said early this week. She says this initial success provides further motivation to expand the YES Campaign throughout Romania. “Having already gained this success we are designing another project that is very strategic for the YES Romania Network. In Alexandria I said "THERE IS MAGIC IN THE AIR", and so there is.”

The European Union grant is for EURO 119,000 (USD$119,000) for a one-year pilot project to set up two centers to provide training and skills to unemployed people. The project aims to build the self-esteem of job seekers and aid their transition to work through the acquisition of practical skills.

Specifically, the project will target three groups:

1. Young women returning to the labor market after a period of unemployment.

2. Unemployed people who are over the age of 45.

3. Young people who left high school without completing a diploma of qualification.

The project will support the following UNEMPLOYMEMT needs:

· career guidance,

· job search assistance and placement,

· workplace skills

The project will develop strategies according to the interests of the target group, personal abilities, and labor market demand.  Its purpose is to strengthen social cohesion, increase community solidarity and reduce poverty.

The working team is composed of specialists trained by Danish experts in the ICC Project (Informing and Career Counseling), financed in 2000 by the World Bank. The team will use tested learning tools and their practical experience in the career-counseling field in the one-year duration of this project.

The Centers, to be launched on January 1 2003, will be in Baia Mare and Bistrita, North West Romania. 

In addition, Children for Peace has been honing its career counseling skills in a recent and ongoing project co-financed by the UK-based WS Atkins International. The project, which began October 1 2002, operates under the supervision of the City Council of the town of Baia Mare.

It is a Career Counseling Course called "Supporting Young People in Choosing a Career". It provided support measures for a group of twelve young unemployed women who recently graduated from university. The course finished on the 1st of November 2002. 

Within one week of finishing the course, five of the students in the program have found employment. Four young women have signed employment contracts and one is working initially for a one-month test period. 

Project Coordinator Rodica Pop is very pleased with this early success. “It's very relevant that the method is a good one and it works very well. We do hope to be similarly successful with the next groups too”

Two other groups of unemployed young people are waiting for the courses. The second one starts on the 15 of November and ends on the 15th of December 2002. The third group will start the course January 10, 2003.

“All these actions started because of the YES CAMPAIGN. It's a long time since we wanted to improve the transition from school to work. In Romania it was a gap between the 2 fields. We, as an NGO, realized it and we have known that we have to do something. What YES did for us is to lead the way for action, to push us to act immediately and not to wait for others to do it. YES SHOWED US THAT WE HAVE TO ACT!

The YES Movement has come at the right time. As citizens of one world, we needed to seize the opportunities it represents to us. So we committed ourselves to the Summit’s call for action and support. We recognized our role as partners and accepted our responsibility to be accountable for results. The main thought for me was how to get funds for action. So from that point on all the Calls for Proposals, all the project submissions were designed under this vision. And it worked out very well. 

We discovered the need, we presented it and we proposed new solutions. The YES CAMPAIGN empowered us with a special energy to do it. During the YES Summit in Alexandria I felt this power - it was magic in the air. Having all my batteries charged I succeeded in convincing “WS Atkins International Ltd" in an interview on September 21 2002 that this work is worthwhile. They accepted to support it and we signed the contract. 

After that moment I couldn't go home for more than 3 hours. I walked in the streets and tried to realize that our dreams have come true. The process has started, and it's up to us how to develop it. I am still full of this creative energy - I got my wish, and at this moment my plan is to infect everybody I touch with it. YES 2002 will for ever be remembered for fostering partnerships and networks defined by action and accomplishment.”
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